
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you begin 

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 

Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 

Change and decay in all around I see; 

O Thou who changest not, abide with me. (LSB 878:4) 
 

Echoing the words of this hymn, we realize this world is often filled with change 

and challenges, distress, despair, dying, and death. Yet Jesus came into this 

decaying world that we may have life, and have it to the full. Amid the changes 

and decay around us, through His Word and Sacraments we are given new life and 

the forgiveness of sins. By faith, we give thanks for His abiding with us daily with 

His mercy, grace, promise, and peace. 
 

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 

Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. (LSB 878:6) 

 

 

Make the sign of the cross and say: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son T and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

In this last Sunday in the season of Lent prior to Holy Week, we are given the truth 

of the life the Lord has come to bring. Ezekiel sees a vision of dry bones brought to 

life by the breath and power of God. In the Epistle to the Romans, we hear of our 

life in Christ through the Spirit, and in that life to live not of the flesh. In the 

Gospel, we hear the greatest sign through which our Lord foreshadows His own 

resurrection, bringing a dead and decaying Lazarus back to life, which also 

foreshadows the resurrection and eternal life for all who believe. 
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Read these lessons aloud, and meditate on them, possibly writing a reflection, 

drawing an image, or composing a prayer based on what each lesson says to you 

specifically. 

 

Ezekiel 37:1-14; 

Romans 8:1-11; 

John 11:17-27, 38-53. 

 

 

Sing the hymn “What Wondrous Love Is This” 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Repeat the Creed, the prayers of the church, and the Lord’s Prayer 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

O God, as You created everything out of nothing by Your mighty Word, so You 

have brought resurrection and eternal life to light by the mighty command of Your 

Son, Jesus, who went through death and emerged victorious over death. Help us to 

learn from Ezekiel’s vision the death that comes when we lose faith and the life we 

gain through Your Spirit. Receive our praise and thanks for Your gift of eternal 

life. Help us to live as Your resurrection people, bringing the might of Your Word 

to all. 

 

Help us to recognize our sin, our need for repentance, and our dependence on our 

Savior. Help us learn from Paul’s Letter to the Romans to continually put to death 

those things of the flesh that lead us astray, that we be fed and led by Your life-

giving Spirit. 

 

We lift up those who mourn and carry grief and sorrow in the loss of loved ones. 

Help us learn from our Savior at Lazarus’s tomb, that death is not the last word of 

this life, that we rejoice in Your promises made, fulfilled, and yet to come of the 

resurrection of the dead and life of the world to come. Enable and equip us to be 

heralds of the hope that is ours and witness to Christ and the power of His 

resurrection. 

 

For the sake of Your Word, by which You cause repentance and faith to issue from 

human hearts, guide the leaders of nations and communities in our world to pursue 

ways of peace and tranquility among people, that Your Word be preached for the 

salvation of all. 

 

 



Comfort and heal all those who are sick or infirm, disabled, or troubled, Breathe 

Your life-giving Spirit into all in need, that hope, comfort, and peace in You may 

be theirs. Remind us that our ultimate healing is in the resurrection of the dead and 

the life everlasting. 

 

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Then say this little prayer: (Luther’s Morning Prayer) 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep 

me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please 

You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

Then go joyfully to your work. 


